
SMART URBAN-RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT – A VASAB 

CONNECTED SOCIETY WORKSHOP 
 

18th of May 2017, 10:00– 15:20, Stockholm, Sweden 
Venue: Näringsdepartementet (Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation), Mäster Samuelsgatan 70 

Please assemble in the foyer at 9:45 bringing your passport or ID card. 
 
 

This workshop will paint a colourful picture of present and future urban-rural development 
in the BSR by describing: 
a) The Present Cooperative Exchange between Cities and their Surrounding Countryside 
b) Normative Ideas on How Smart Urban-Rural Relations Should Be Further Developed 
c) Options to Use Digitalisation, IoT and Other Smart Connected Solutions to Achieve Such a 

Desired Development 
 

There will be three sections of presentations, reflecting various aspects on sustainable 
urban-rural development: 
a) Environmental Improvements (The Rurban Link – Towards Resilient and Sustainable Rural-

Urban Systems; Urban Architecture Embracing the Rural Countryside) 
b) Social Life Qualities (Housing in Rural Areas; Rostock Regiopolis Region – Interaction and 

Cooperation between City and Region) 
c) Economic Progress (Territorial Monitoring and State of the Digital Region; Sharing Economy) 

 

10:00 – 10:10 Introduction and Presentation of Participants 

Mr Olov Schultz, VASAB CSPD/BSR Chairman 

10:10 – 10:30 The Rurban Link – Towards Resilient and Sustainable Rural-Urban Systems 

PhD Daniel Bergquist, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 

10:30 – 10:50 Urban Architecture Embracing the Rural Countryside 

Mr Torbjörn Einarsson, Arken Arkitekter AB 

10:50 – 11:10 Discussion moderated by Mr Olov Schultz 

11:10 – 11:30 Refreshments 

11:30 – 11:50 Housing in Rural Areas 

Ms Giulia Maci, Urbego 

11:50 – 12:10 Rostock Regiopolis Region – Interaction and Cooperation between City and 
Region 

Mr Mike Große-Schütte 

12:10 – 12:30 Discussion moderated by Mr Olov Schultz 

12:30 – 13:10 Lunch served at the Venue (Caesar chicken wrap or Vegetarian wrap) 

13:10 – 13:30 Territorial Monitoring and State of the Digital Region 

Mr Daniel André, Swedish National Board of Housing, Building and Planning 

13:30 – 13:50 Green Business Models and Sharing Economy 

Ms Johanna Giorgi, Swedish Agency for Economic and Regional Growth 

13:50 – 14:10 Implementation of Urban-Rural Partnerships in Western Pomerania 

Ms Julita Miłosz-Augustowska, Regional Office for Spatial Planning of West 
Pomeranian Region 

14:10 – 14:30 A Broad Perspective on Digitalisation and Urban-Rural Development 

Mr Markus Bylund, Municipality of Uppsala 

14:30 – 14:50 Reflections by Ms Annika Annerby Jansson, Vice-president of the CPMR, and 
Region Skåne 

14:50 – 15:20 Discussion moderated by Mr Olov Schultz 

15:20 End of programme 

 


