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How would a desired Baltic Sea Region look like by 2040? How do we envision its urban networks 
and settlement structure, its physical and digital connectivity, the management of its ‘commons’ that 
ensure a good quality of life, and how do we envision its maritime and spatial planning by 2040? What 
do we wish to look different from today? Visions are a powerful approach to imagine desirable futures. 
VASAB has been one of the pioneers in developing visions, dating back to the first VASAB vision 
“VASAB 2010. Towards a Framework for Spatial Development in the Baltic Sea Region” in 1994. 
Today, VASAB updates its Long-Term Perspective for a new time horizon, 2040.  
 

The workshop ‘Bridging the old with the new: How can we built a better Baltic Sea Region future for 

2040 and beyond?’ took place on 28 September 2021 and discussed the first outcomes of the VASAB 

Long-Term Perspective update. Going through the four metaphors of the vision, i.e., the pearls, the 

strings, the patches and the system, each representing a different territorial element, and how they 

would look like by 2040, the workshop engaged participants in discussing desirable futures for the 

Baltic Sea Region. 

Does the vision for each metaphor sound likely to be the future? Is the vision for each metaphor a 
desirable future? These were the first questions with which participants interacted and provided first 
feedback. Largely most elements depict a desirable future for the region, with discussions focusing 
extensively on the most desirable role for the rural areas in the future. Participants stressed the need 
to highlight the interdependencies of places with each other, as well as the necessity to respect each 
country’s diversity in the development of the vision.  
 
A vision without actions may end up being a wishful thinking, therefore concrete actions on how to 
implement the vision have also been discussed. These actions reflect the need for more cooperation, 
more sustainable solutions and more citizen involvement. Hence, actions reflected the exchange 
between different levels of governance, involving citizens and increasing the capacity building of 
administrations, other actions were more thematically focused proposing the development of networks 
and connections between urban areas, sustainable solutions for transport, sustainable production of 
goods and management of the commons, stronger land and sea links.  
 

Involving key players is another important element for a vision to be realised. Participants, and their 

representing organisations, showed interest in contributing with concrete actions to the vision, 

showing an indication of an overall large uptake of the vision by stakeholders. 

After the co-creative drafting phase, draft updated VASAB Long-Term Perspective will be given to 
wider stakeholder consultations in spring 2022. Draft updated VASAB Long-Term Perspective is 
expected to be adopted by the end of 2022 / beginning of 2023. 
 
More information about the update process of the VASAB Long-Term Perspective find here. 
 

https://vasab.org/ltp-update-2021-2022/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


