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How would a desired Baltic Sea Region look like by 2040? How do we envision its urban networks
and settlement structure, its physical and digital connectivity, the management of its ‘commons’ that
ensure a good quality of life, and how do we envision its maritime and spatial planning by 2040? What
do we wish to look different from today? Visions are a powerful approach to imagine desirable futures.
VASAB has been one of the pioneers in developing visions, dating back to the first VASAB vision
“VASAB 2010. Towards a Framework for Spatial Development in the Baltic Sea Region” in 1994.
Today, VASAB updates its Long-Term Perspective for a new time horizon, 2040.

The workshop ‘Bridging the old with the new: How can we built a better Baltic Sea Region future for
2040 and beyond?’ took place on 28 September 2021 and discussed the first outcomes of the VASAB
Long-Term Perspective update. Going through the four metaphors of the vision, i.e., the pearls, the
strings, the patches and the system, each representing a different territorial element, and how they
would look like by 2040, the workshop engaged patrticipants in discussing desirable futures for the
Baltic Sea Region.

Does the vision for each metaphor sound likely to be the future? Is the vision for each metaphor a
desirable future? These were the first questions with which participants interacted and provided first
feedback. Largely most elements depict a desirable future for the region, with discussions focusing
extensively on the most desirable role for the rural areas in the future. Participants stressed the need
to highlight the interdependencies of places with each other, as well as the necessity to respect each
country’s diversity in the development of the vision.

A vision without actions may end up being a wishful thinking, therefore concrete actions on how to
implement the vision have also been discussed. These actions reflect the need for more cooperation,
more sustainable solutions and more citizen involvement. Hence, actions reflected the exchange
between different levels of governance, involving citizens and increasing the capacity building of
administrations, other actions were more thematically focused proposing the development of networks
and connections between urban areas, sustainable solutions for transport, sustainable production of
goods and management of the commons, stronger land and sea links.

Involving key players is another important element for a vision to be realised. Participants, and their
representing organisations, showed interest in contributing with concrete actions to the vision,
showing an indication of an overall large uptake of the vision by stakeholders.

After the co-creative drafting phase, draft updated VASAB Long-Term Perspective will be given to
wider stakeholder consultations in spring 2022. Draft updated VASAB Long-Term Perspective is
expected to be adopted by the end of 2022 / beginning of 2023.

More information about the update process of the VASAB Long-Term Perspective find here.

VASAB LONG-TERM PERSPECTIVE FOR THE TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE BALTIC SEA REGION


https://vasab.org/ltp-update-2021-2022/

PEARLS: What would be possible actions? “

Urbon-rural partnerships

Digitalising public SGis

Ensuring high level connectivity between different size
urbon centres

Coordinated work on green Infrastructura in pearts of
different sizes

Circulor cit gions 0s concept for
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Capocity buiking and MG

Facilitate city networks

Facilitated plans and visions for FUAs

Connecting the pearls with various Infrastructure

Exporience exchange, best practices sharing
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STRINGS: Wha

Loarning through dialog: . q ] in planning
about improved forms of collaboration (horizontal and and finding the solutions for development
verticle); Joint action to strengthen the connectivity
between pearis - seen In o wider perspective (priorities
based on joint visions).
Metropol for transition

Tho city of Tallinn Loads the European Pilot Notwork

i for Cities, which the
European Green Deal, by supporting the European small-
andmedium-sized cities to localise the SDGs

Pearls In mancged forests.

euants, projects

Localising (Inter)govammental policies (SDGs, chimate)

Systoms or reglonalization In several seales (antire region,
scale, inner country , metropolis or

costol scale)

t would be possible actions?

Sustinable maritime sconomy

Development of multmodal nodes:

Localisation of SDGs.

transboundary green encrgy projects

From virtual beick to physical connections.

Better Iinking sea and land transport

Ihtegrated Baltic Sea Energy Networks
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populerization of maritime transport

Poople are looking for 'speed’

and y concopts =regional

planning

Development of intermodal hubs

Access to ICT everywhere

Ecomobiiity and cycling infrastructure

Aglle experiments with private companies n testing new
mobility concepts and virtual services

Blue Growth BSR concept development

Make strings ottractive: string consists of attractive pearls

9 (that has neob
on the EUSBSR agendassince the boginning but with very
little success)

Iniegrated fransport systems across the borders

Make use of maritime spatial planning as a tool fromlocal to
interreglonal scala

Best practice - Storytelling history - asis - to be
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Great that the vision highlights nighttrains!

Drones Future

Integrated managerment of lnd-based and at-sec
tivities, foking into acceurt the frag
with transboundary consultations & data sharing >

Links to markets and hubs

blue | green together
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PATCHES: What would be possible actions?

i Mentimeter

- from farm to

fork

C here people meat
cross-borders, multiievels and digitaly

To ask people what patches and where they want to have

Land sea interactions

Need to explore new ways to protect, to use, to enjoy and lo
integrate potches, that are NOT obviously developed for
settlement or infrastructure, into o world with uncertainty.

Tasty products from flelds, forests ond water bodies - how
to . d attroctive selling of
them! Product and preduction as attraction!

The use of patches In context of Green deal SDGs erc.

SYSTEMS: What would be possible actions?

Pearls and patches merge in suburban or hybrid way of
Wing

bluelgreer

d Mentimeter

Discussion. communication, and showing the benofits of
Joint/collective action

Interactive communications

Bringing together governments, business, local actors

Knowdedge exchange

Sub-bsr cooperations, like the STRING Network

Offering engaging collaboratives where stakeholders are
brought togather co-creating solutions

priotity list of projects of priority areas

Capacity bullding

Informal planners’ platform

Strengthen Boltic CBC

Having suppertive national lagisiotion

Sharing datn and knowledge across the topics, countries -
this could be bult of experience of VASAB, HELGOM, other
retworks.

Highlight the role of pioneers of chonge/niche-actors to
bring the vision forward

measurement system or too! to define the level of
cooperation or sngagement

BSR OpenMop

Setup a creative transnational ecosystem of sustainabllity
transition that Includes all spheres of quintuble helix

Adressing poverty concerns vs the changing role of
financial wealthin shaping inequalities

Strength through diversity

Investing in copacity building - enable

inown

Changes n legislation, local and international, more closely
y gand

plenning

Not sure this s the right place but somewhere carry out a
risk assessment including climate change issues

Describe the vision as an angoing transition process =
connect vision and process

Connect VASAB vision with BSR

teg SDX g g positions of
BSR os frontrunners for sustainable development
hitps:

networking and sharing nest practice experience

Implementing the VASAB-HELCOM Regional MSP readmap
2021-2030 to be adopted in October by the HELCOM
Ministericl Meeting

Connect to existing platforms/work in EUSBSR

Implement ecosystem-based approach in all activities




