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About the Liveability Project

6   BSR Municipalities

15  Associated Organisations 

11  Partners 

Kiel (DE), Gdynia (PL), Guldborgsund (DK), 
Kolding (DK), Pori (FI) and Riga (LV)



How can cities re-shape their ways of
woking, collaborating and communicating
towards Liveability?

How can city administration enable and
empower civil  servants, citizens and other
stakeholders to engage in this
transformation process?

How can design approaches support
cities around the Baltic Sea to become
more liveable?

How do we (together) shape the
future of our cities?



Increased complexity

Pre and post COVID 19 crisis.
Cities facing complex social, environmental,
and economic challenges, including social
inequalities.
Adverse impacts of climate change and
demographic changes.

Transforming challenges to
opportunities

Changing work & life patterns as an
opportunity for cities to attract by being
liveable. 
Following an integrated & balanced
approach for the built environment.
Foster innovation culture, public services
and socio-cultural life.
Becoming resilent by being able to adapt
and enhance transformation skills
Evoking a strong sense of active
citizenship.

A chance to co-create



Steps towards liveability 
How Can Design Approaches Empower Co-Creation for More Liveable Baltic Sea Cities?

1. Identifying Real Challenges:
Facilitating the understanding of core urban
challenges, helping to address the root issues.

2. Empowering Co-Creation in Public Services
and Planning:
The focus is on collaborative development of
public services, planning, and projects that
enhance city liveability.

3. Shifting to a Systemic Approach:
Moving away from rigid, one-size-fits-all methods,
aiming for adaptable, holistic solutions that
consider interconnected urban needs.



A participatory design approach, an overarching concept
that can take inspiration from established and recent design
approaches aiming at collective well-being.

Empower public administrators and residents to connect.
Help to build a city-wide foundation for taking
collaborative action.
Facilitate and enhance the thinking about the
challenges you want to tackle so that you can identify
the real problem 
Enable residents to participate in co-creatiang public
services, developing neighbourhood projects and
shaping their own living environment.

THE LIVEABILITY DESIGN APPROACH

Steps towards liveability 
Public Interest Design (PID)



The Liveability Design Approach
The Analogy of a flower

The “Roots”: The City’s Unique Identity

The “Trunk”: A Charter for Designing Liveable

Cities

The “Leaves”: Liveability Principles

The “Petals”: Liveability Characteristics

The “Seeds”: Inspirational Examples

The “Flower Stamp”: Training Programme



Purpose: strategically anchoring design principles in
decision-making and to create a forward-thinking
mindset at all levels of public administration. 

Vision: Liveable cities prioritize well-being, green
spaces & creativity - described by the characteristics

 
Guiding Principles: Inspiration for cities to rethink
policy and programme planning to be better able to
cope with current and future transformative
challenges and to become closer to citizens. 

A Charter for Designing Liveable Cities



Guidance on how to start your journey
towards liveability 

Reflections from Partner cities on the
Liveability principles and how to use them in
practice 

Orientation on how to design processes 

A Practice guide



Educational space:
a safe space to learn
a safe space to apply
a safe space to experiment
a safe space to fail

Educational material:
Microlectures about specific tools, methods
and ideas
Printouts for doing exercises
A mentoring/friend system for collaboration
with others
Inspirational Talks
...

The Training Programme



The Journey towards
Liveability...





The Liveable City Label

To receive the label, a city does not have to
be liveable, it has to demonstrate a credible
effort to become liveable.
The label brings to light the efforts &
achievements of (especially small and
medium-sized) cities to be attractive &
desirable places for residents and
businesses. 

Preview - Starting in 2025:

A forum for city-cooperation with similar
goals, even if different strategies and tools
are employed
A community of practice for forward-
thinking representatives of local public
administration and civil society
A source of inspiration for innovative
practices and participatory practices in
city decision - making across the Baltic Sea
region.

The Network of Liveable Cities



Start your own journey towards liveability!

Connect with other Baltic cities to
share best practices

Explore the 
Liveablity Design Approach

Become a candidate city 

Receive the “Liveable City” label

Become an active member of the
Network of Liveable Cities

Sign the ‘Charter for Designing Liveable
Cities’ in 2025

Start a local pilot project for
liveability



One expert talk per month
Discover success stories & lessons learned
from other cities!
Understand what works, what doesn’t, and
how to adapt ideas to your local context.
Engage with and be inspired by renowned
experts!
Register online!

Join our new series of events 
– the Liveability Talks!

November 7th at 14-16:00 PM (CET)
Charles Landry

Are you passionate about designing liveable cities?

December 8th at 14-16:00 PM (CET)
Jaakko Blomberg



Find more about the project in our brochure!

Contact us:
info@liveable-cities.net

Instagram: _liveable_cities_
Website: interreg-baltic.eu/project/liveability/

Find us:

Join the blooming community! 

Let´s grow liveable cities together!


